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MAINTENANCE BULLETIN     10 Feb 2019 
 
 
TO: Fleet 
 

Subject: Procedure for Testing Machinery Alarm and Safety Shut Downs. 

It is all too often observed that the Engineers are not entirely following the 
procedures for testing the Safety Alarms and Shut Downs on the installed Machinery. 
 
The purpose of this circular is to provide a guideline on procedures to be followed for 
Testing the various safety alarms and shut downs. (However, the ship specific 
Equipment Instruction Manuals onboard must be used for final guidance). 
 
Every vessel is provided with the Instruction / Operating Manual for the Machinery 
that is installed on-board. In those manuals you will find a section wherein the Normal 
Operating Temperatures and Pressures are stated. Additionally you will also find 
High and Low Limits (as applicable) that have been recommended by the original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM). 
 
Additionally you will find specific values at which the alarms and safety shut downs 
are designed to activate. There should be no deviation from these limits. 
 
In the Planned Maintenance System there is a schedule for testing alarms and safety 
shut downs. 
Although these intervals for testing should not be exceeded, there could occur 
situations that could influence the date and time of testing. In such instances the 
testing must be carried out at the first safe opportunity. 
 

Considerations and cautions that must be made before testing: 

1) Alarm and shut downs should be tested: 

- During vessel manoeuvring 

- In coastal or narrow channels. 

- In heavy weather 

- During loading or discharging cargo operations (applicable to Auxiliary 

Engines / Boilers/ Inert Gas Plant) 

 
The Procedure for testing alarms and safety shut downs are related only to the 
following parameters in this general circular: 
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