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Date: 28th Jul 2023 

NAVIGATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
(MTMPL/QHSE/NAVIGATIONAL/01 of 2023) 

 

SUBJECT: CONTACT INCIDENT WITH BERTHED VESSEL AND JETTY DURING RIVER 
TRANSIT 

Vessel Name: Zulu; Oil Product Tanker 
DWT: 12509 t; LOA: 135.22 m; Breadth: 20.4 m 
Vessel was transiting Escravos river 
Weather Conditions: SW x 1.5, Good Visibility 
 
Bridge Team: The bridge team at the time of the incident comprised of the Master, Chief 
Officer, 2nd Officer, AB – Lookout and Pilot 
 
Incident occurred, When Vessel Zulu was transiting a river passage and navigating a bend 
with two Vessels on her Port side.  
 
As the Vessel Zulu was approaching a bend and had to clear the berthed Vessel Alpha on the 
port side, the pilot gave the command to hard starboard the wheel and bow thruster on full to 
starboard to clear the vessel. The vessel was not responding, and the master called the engine 
room and the request to the pitch to the maximum then she responded and cleared the vessel. 
 
While clearing the Vessel Alpha on her Port side, the vessel Zulu was already close to the 
starboard side bank of the river. At the way point, the vessel was to turn to starboard in part 
of the channel that was further restricted with a berthed vessel on one side and the bank on 
the other.  
 
As the vessel approached the bank on the starboard side at the alteration point, the bow 
moved away from the bank and the vessel quickly turned to port with a large and fast 
movement. Wheel was put on hard starboard and thruster on full to starboard she stopped 
responding and start going towards the bank on port side despite increasing the pitch to 
max, heading towards the vessel Beta. Subsequent actions taken by the pilot and bridge 
team to bring the Zulu back to the center of the channel. However, vessel Zulu could not 
prevent and made contact with the Vessel Beta on her Port Quarter and Further Contact with 
the Jetty Rupturing the Hull & Bunker Tanks off the Vessel Zulu. 
 
Below attached in continuation to this document are screenshots of the Radar Pictures for 
Visualizing / analyzing the actual scenario. 
 
Probable cause Brain Storming: Identify probable causes / contributing factors which lead to 
the Contact / Allision incident. 
Discuss above scenario with all bridge team members and forward your feedback for  

- Contributory factors leading to this incident.  
- How such incidents can be avoided in future onboard your vessels. 
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